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PROTECTED AGRICULTURAL AREAS

 The “Protected Agricultural Areas” is defined as a: 

“cartographic delineated area of agricultural land, preserved for purposes of 

ensuring high value agricultural land is protected against non- agricultural land 

uses in order to promote long-term agricultural production and food security”. 

 PAAs is regarded as strategic priority agricultural areas, identified on a 1:50 000 
scale, which contains significant clusters of significantly higher than above 
average potential agricultural land

 Capability, suitability & potential for agricultural production 

 Agricultural land uses are recognised as the priority land use 

 Proven highly productive agricultural areas /  possible “new”                          
expansion areas  



PROTECTED AGRICULTURAL AREAS: PURPOSE

Ensure national food security  (National PAAs)

 Agricultural land with a very high production potential is a valuable, non-
renewable resource

• Maximize agricultural productivity

• Minimise land alienation, conflicting land uses, “nuisance complaints”

• Minimize negative impact on the environment

• Optimal land use efficiency

Economic growth (Provincial PAAs)

 Important local agricultural industry contributor

• Production - Processing - Supply (accessibility / availability)

 Job creation / Income generation / Agricultural Infrastructure development



PROTECTED AGRICULTURAL AREAS: APPROACH

“agricultural potential” means a measure of potential 

productivity per unit area and unit time achieved with

specified management inputs which, for a given crop or 

veld type and level of management, and is largely 

determined by the interaction of climate, soil and terrain;

EVALUATION FACTORS
 Land capability 

• Land capability evaluation classes 11 – 15

• Land capability evaluation classes 9 – 10 (8) (6 – 8 irrigation)

• Land capability evaluation classes < 8

 Crop suitability

• Crop Type > 6 – 12 / < 6

• Land use / cover

• Crop type (dominant / homogeneous areas)

• Production type (Irrigation / Rainfed); Plantations



 Long-term Grazing Capacity
 Vegetation Type
 Long-term Rainfall
 Land Cover
 Top Clay percentage
 Slope percentage

IN

 Permanently transformed
 Built-up
 Cultivation
 Mining
 Plantations
 Forests

 Municipal areas prior 1994
 Environmental Protected Areas

OUT
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GRAZING PAA’s – DELINEATION APPROACH



PROTECTED AGRICULTURAL AREAS: APPROACH

Excluded Areas (defined)
 Permanently transformed areas

• Built up (residential; industrial; commercial)
• Mining
• Waterbodies

 Formally proclaimed Environmental Protected Areas

Boundary Alignments
 Cadastre (parent farms / portions)
 Rivers / Roads / Any other visible man-made feature

Agro-ecosystem (holistic approach)
 Dominant: Homogeneous capability / suitability / potential /  land use
 Larger “non-fragmented” primary agricultural land use
 Acknowledged  existing non – agricultural land uses within PAA (excluded areas)
 Cohesion:  Agro-Biodiversity 
 Fine scale planning on local level



PROTECTED AGRICULTURAL AREAS (PAAs) 

(CULTIVATION) IN SOUTH AFRICA

PAA TYPES
 Rainfed (A – F) Grazing (A – D)
 Irrigation (A – D)

Table: Representation of the areas demarcated under 
Cultivation (Rainfed & Irrigation) PAAs



PROTECTED AGRICULTURAL AREAS (GRAZING ) 

IN SOUTH AFRICA



PROTECTED AGRICULTURAL AREAS (CULTIVATION & 

GRAZING ) IN SOUTH AFRICA



Agro-ecosystem applied in relation to —

(b) “identification of agricultural areas”
- spatially delineate agricultural areas according   to shared characteristics in agricultural land capability; 
suitability; potential; use; location or any combination thereof” 

(a) & (b) applicable to:
- evaluation of application (listed activity) + agro-ecosystem report
- Agricultural Sector plans
- etc.

Demarcated based on agro-ecological principles (potential; capability; suitability; use)

National Protected Agricultural Area (RF: A - D) / (IRR: A - C)
Grazing (A +B)

Defined agricultural land under PDALA

Provincial Protected Agricultural Area (RF: E - F) / (IRR: D )
Grazing (C +D)

Primarily Agriculture (moderate  - low agricultural potential with 
agriculture primary land use)

Secondary Agriculture (agriculture secondary use; many other 
non-agricultural land uses
Agricultural Constraint Areas (low - no agricultural potential / 
not suited for agriculture)
Environmental Protected Areas (National / Provincial  / Local 
gazetted PA under NEMPA)

Transformed

Not agricultural land under PDALA (Excluded) 
- (formal excluded data layer) 

Transformed– not excluded (waterbodies; RE; 
Infrastructure (rural))

AGRICULTURAL AREAS IN SOUTH AFRICA



 Agricultural Areas

 NPAA; PPAA

 Primarily Agriculture

 Secondary Agriculture

 Agric constraint areas

 Other

 EPA (parks and reserves)

 Excluded areas (defined non-agricultural land)

 Permanently transformed areas (waterbodies etc.)

 Listed Activities

 Change of land use (Level 1)

 Agriculture

 Non-agriculture

 Subdivision (& Undivided shares)

 Long-term lease; Usufruct; Habitatio

AGRO-ECOSYSTEM DELINEATION AND AUTHORIZATION



Thank You…


